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Chapter 

6  
Management and Protection Strategies 

The scenic, natural, historical, cultural, archaeological, and recreation resources linked to 
the Ebbetts Pass Scenic Byway Corridor are the essence of the visitor's experience, and a 
vital component of the quality of life for nearby residents.  One important goal developing 
in this Corridor Management Plan (CMP) is to protect, conserve, and enhance the 
resources found along the corridor for present and future generations.  The CMP also 
acknowledges that the land in and around the corridor has been traditionally used for a 
variety of purposes, and that many of the activities that occur on and near the corridor 
(e.g., hunting, fishing, logging, mining, and grazing) are part of the Ebbetts Pass Scenic 
Byway cultural resource. 

Scenic Resource Strategies 
USDA Forest Service.  The Stanislaus and Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forests 
manage the majority of land within the Ebbetts Pass Scenic Byway Corridor, as well as 
manage “scenic resources”.  One of the tools or methods used to manage the scenic 
resources is the Visual Quality Objectives (VQOs) classification system.  Forest 
landscapes are inventoried are assigned VQOs based on criteria from the VQO 
classification system combined with the “level of concern” generated from members of the 
public on a particular landscape.  Classification categories include retention, partial 
retention, modification, and maximum modification. 

Residents and visitors alike place a high value on views seen from the Ebbetts Pass 
corridor.  In response to this, the Stanislaus and Humboldt-Toyiabe National Forests 
manage the Highway 4 corridor for the VQO classes identified as “Retention” and “Partial 
Retention”.  These two classes indicate the highest level of concern for scenic resources 
and provide direction for their protection.  Foreground views (generally the first ¼ mile 
seen from the highway) are classified as Retention.  In Retention areas, activities such as 
harvesting timber, mining, and building administrative sites must not be visually evident to 
the average observer traveling on the road.  Changes resulting from such activities must 
repeat the form, line, color, and texture frequently found in the natural environment.  
Middleground views (generally ¼ mile to 3 miles from the highway) are classified as Partial 
Retention.  In Partial Retention areas, changes in the forms, lines, colors, or textures 
within the characteristic landscape must remain subordinate to the natural environment.  
Examples of construction features remaining subordinate to the natural environment 
include buildings with natural colors of brown, beige, or forest green, and using natural 
construction materials such as wood and rock versus plastic and metal.  Another example 
would be, when designing boundary lines of a timber sale, be sure the boundary edges 
blend by having a feathered or ragged edge that may mimic the boundary pattern of 
wildfire, verses edges that stand out by being square in shape.  
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Management of roadside vegetation should be based upon the following objectives:  

� Sustain old growth trees along the immediate roadside. 

� Sustain aspen where they naturally exist.  

� Screen unnatural elements such as power lines. 

� Create open vistas where appropriate by removing vegetation. 

� Emphasize scenic values of the corridor and provide information and techniques on 
how to minimize the visual impact of commercial logging along the scenic corridor to 
public agencies and private landowners. 

USDI Bureau of Land Management.  According to the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) Consolidated Resource Management Plan, Indian Creek and the East Fork of the 
Carson River are recognized as “scenic” and have a Visual Resource Management 
(VRM) Class II designation.  (VRM system is similar to the Forest Service VQO system).  
This designation means that changes in the landscape caused by management activities 
should not be evident or attract attention to BLM designated lands. 

California State Parks.  Calaveras Big Trees State Park’s General Plan identifies the 
aesthetic resources of the park to be one of the most important aspects of the park 
environment.  Aesthetic resource policies within the plan are designed to protect the 
scenic values of this park.  Additionally, all management policies for park resources shall 
be “consistent with, and supportive of, perpetuation of these forests, and of optimum 
conditions for their appreciation by park visitors.”   

Alpine County.  Alpine County has designated Highway 4 as a Scenic Highway.  The 
County’s goal in managing the scenic resources along this  highway is to maintain and 
improve the aesthetic resources.  This is prescribed through protection of steep slopes, 
open areas, ridges, peaks, and other skyline features from development activities that may 
impact the viewshed.  In addition, a design review committee makes aesthetic 
recommendations on building permits and development plans in the Town of Markleeville. 

Calaveras County.  Calaveras County has developed an Ebbetts Pass Highway 
Special Plan that recognizes the outstanding scenic qualities of the highway corridor and 
acknowledges the desire of local residents and visitors alike, to maintain the area’s scenic 
character.  However, the Special Plan falls short of providing any measures for protection 
of the scenic resources on private lands within Calaveras County. 

Additional Strategies.  Additional strategies complement ongoing scenic resource 
values.  They include:  

� Encourage the reestablishment of a formal design review process along the NSB 
corridor in Calaveras County in order to assure future development would be 
consistent with the scenic resource protection goals of this CMP. 

� Encourage establishment of policies in Calaveras County that protect steep slopes, 
open areas, ridges, peaks, and other skyline features from development activities that 
may impact the viewshed of the Ebbetts Pass NSB. 
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Natural Resource Strategies 
USDA Forest Service.   Protection of the natural resources along the Ebbetts Pass 
NSB is important.  The NSB passes through mixed conifer forests, rare giant sequoia 
groves, high mountain meadows, and alpine areas that contain fragile streams, lakes, and 
other important habitat for a variety of plant and animal species.  Currently, natural 
resources in the Ebbetts Pass NSB are afforded a high level of protection through 
applicable Forest Service land use management regulations.  Some of these include 
protection of Wild & Scenic River and Wilderness resource values, protection of habitat for 
threatened, endangered, and sensitive (TES) plant and animal species, and specific 
protections for mule deer winter range. 

USDI Bureau of Land Management.  The Bureau of Land Management has 
direction to protect Indian Creek and the East Fork of the Carson River through a variety of 
regulations and policies, including VRM’s as stated in previous section.  The Threatened 
and Endangered Species Act includes provisions to protect certain plant and animal 
species, while scenic resources and riparian and wildlife habitat all have a variety of 
protective management measures and policies.  

California State Parks.  Calaveras Big Trees State Park has policies in place that 
direct the management of the giant sequoia groves, as well as other natural resource 
values in a manner that perpetuates the natural ecological systems found in the 
landscape.  California State Parks would avoid any development of facilities that would 
threaten ecologically sensitive areas, whether by the construction itself, or by visitor 
impacts. 

Alpine County.  The Alpine County General Plan includes policies designed to protect 
wetlands, TES species habitats, and winter and summer range for mule deer.  Additional 
county policies address mitigation of the impacts of development on natural resources. 

Additional Strategies. The following strategies complement ongoing scenic resource 
values and could be adopted by any or all agencies and individuals involved in managing 
natural resources along the byway: 

� Minimize visitor impacts on natural resources by designing interpretive facilities that 
educate visitors about appreciation of and protection for sensitive plants and animals 
and other critical natural resources. 

� Educate visitors about applicable fishing, hunting, off highway vehicle and over snow 
vehicle regulations. 

� Educate visitors about proper disposal of trash, seasonal fire restrictions, and “Leave 
No Trace” land ethics. 

Historical, Cultural, and Archaeological Resource Strategies 
USDA Forest Service.  The Stanislaus National Forest has inventoried the Emigrant 
Trail and Big Trees Road-Carson Valley Turnpike within the NSB corridor as part of a draft 
Cultural Evaluation and Management Plan for the historic road system.  For the most part, 
Highway 4 overlays most of the historic routes; however, excellent examples of this early 
trail system are still intact parallel to Highway 4.  The draft plan recommends that these 
segments be developed as interpretive trails where appropriate.  Section 110 of the 
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) encourages the re-use of heritage resources for 
the “public good” when ever possible.   

Cultural resources located on public lands are protected under the NHPA.  Forest 
resource management plans and programmatic agreements with various state agencies 
and tribes carry out theses mandates.  Special designations, recognized under NHPA, 
afford increased protection for two segment types of historic emigrant routes, including 
closure of the routes to motorized vehicles.  The designation also emphasizes the 
development of educational opportunities to help preserve the integrity of these historic 
resources.  The Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest has identified the historic mining 
district at Silver Hill as a potential historic district and is studying its eligibility for nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

                 

USDI Bureau of Land Management.  The portion of Bureau of Land Management 
administered lands along the byway is relatively small.  Basic policies are in place to 
manage for cultural resources and are stated as follows.  “Cultural resources are 
preserved and protected on public lands; the BLM must ensure that proposed land uses, 
initiated or authorized by BLM, avoid inadvertent damage to cultural resources on both 
federal and non-federal lands.”    

California State Parks.  The Calaveras Big Trees State Park General Plan includes 
policies to avoid disturbance of both aboveground and subsurface historic and prehistoric 
artifacts in the park.  Management policies also promote active interpretation of some 
historic, prehistoric, and cultural resources. 

Alpine County.  The Alpine County General Plan includes policies designed to promote 
preservation and protection of cultural resources.  This is accomplished through the 
development of guidelines for identification and protection of cultural resources associated 
with specific land use actions.  Cultural resource protection also occurs through assistance 
in writing and securing grants that allow citizens and private and public groups to restore, 
maintain, and/or conserve cultural resource properties in the County. 

Additional Strategies.  The following strategies are additional ways that complement 
these ongoing cultural and historic resource protection efforts.  

� Recognize and interpret the Washoe and Miwok history along the Ebbetts Pass NSB 
and surrounding area. 

Figure 16.  Segment of Emigrant Trail parallel to Highway 4 
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� Recognize and interpret the exploration, mining, and settlement activities of early 
European settlers to the Ebbetts Pass NSB and surrounding area. 

� Interpret important cultural and historic sites near the Ebbetts Pass NSB to foster 
appreciation for multiple use and occupancy of the area by varied cultures. 

� Encourage establishment of policies in Calaveras County that promote preservation 
and protection of cultural and historic resources within the Ebbetts Pass NSB corridor. 

Recreation Resource Strategies 
USDA Forest Service.  The Ebbetts Pass NSB has numerous resources for recreation 
and tourism.  These include private and public developed recreation sites, dispersed 
recreation, scenic driving opportunities, and designated Wilderness.  The Stanislaus 
National Forest manages the Bear Valley/Lake Alpine area as a developed recreation 
complex where facilities are maintained for the convenience of recreation users within a 
natural forest setting.  In addition, the Stanislaus and Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 
Land Management Plans allow for increases in developed recreation site capacity and 
improved dispersed recreation opportunities throughout the NSB corridor and surrounding 
area as long as improvements fit within established guidelines that keep scenic, cultural, 
historic, and natural resource values intact. 

USDI Bureau of Land Management.  This area will be maintained as a Special 
Recreation Management Area by the BLM.  The BLM has distinct roles as recreation 
providers.  First, they maintain the dispersed and open character of a vast majority of BLM 
lands.  Second, the BLM exercises minimal regulatory constraints in order to preserve the 
visitors freedom to choose a variety of recreational pursuits. 

California State Parks.  The Calaveras Big Trees State Park General Plan has 
established a policy that protects the natural, cultural, and aesthetic resource values that 
are the basis for most recreational opportunities.  This policy allows only recreational 
activities that are compatible with the mission of the State Park.  The General Plan also 
identifies new and expanded recreation facilities, as well as closure and rehabilitation of 
some poorly located recreation facilities. 

Alpine County.  Alpine County has identified Bear Valley and Lake Alpine as planned 
development areas where large-scale and small-scale destination resort facilities are the 
primary uses on private lands.  Future developments at Bear Valley are guided by an 
approved Master Plan. 

Calaveras County.  The Ebbetts Pass Highway Special Plan acknowledges areas 
along the highway corridor where the primary use is recreation, recreation-related support 
services, and resort centers.  County policies allow for expanded or new recreation resort 
developments along the NSB corridor with prior approval of a master development plan.  
The Calaveras Visitor Bureau has developed a Marketing Plan that further guides the type 
of development that is desired. 

Additional Strategies.  What follows are additional strategies developed through the 
CMP process that complement ongoing recreation resource protection approaches.: 

� Enable a high quality recreation experience and protect the unique resources of the 
Ebbetts Pass NSB. 



 40

� Identify maintenance and enhancement opportunities for developed facilities that do 
not alter the natural character or quality of the recreation experience. 

� Construct, upgrade, and expand day use facilities such as interpretive sites, vista 
points, restrooms, and NSB orientation sites that meet established accessibility 
standards as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

� Identify enhancement opportunities to modify existing facilities to improve access for 
people with disabilities. 

� Recreation opportunity information is complete and organized and made available in a 
number of mediums (brochures, handouts, websites, signs, etc.). 

� Inventory and monitor concentrated recreation use areas (outside of typically 
developed recreation sites, such sites are also referred to as “dispersed” recreation).  
Determine priority sites and maintain a high quality recreation setting.  Use 
appropriate signage to manage access to sites.  Consult with the public prior to 
changing travel management, such as closing or opening roads. 

� Establish a Scenic Byway Coordination Group.  This group will be composed of 
volunteer residents, business owners, local, state and federal agency representatives 
who work collaboratively to ensure strategies are implemented, seek funding sources, 
and coordinate with similar groups in the region.  This group would: 

� Maintain and update the Ebbetts Pass Scenic Byway website 

� Coordinate with other regional byway groups 

� Promote the regional byway network 

� Build community support and involvement with byway activities 

� Carry out policies and goals for the byway once designation is attained 

Property Rights 
Designation as National Scenic Byway shall not supersede nor restrict the ability of private 
land owners to lawfully manage their property as was intended when purchased.  
Recognition as a National Scenic Byway will encourage public agencies to continue 
supporting a variety of land uses, including the historic ones such as timber harvesting and 
mining.  This document is not intended to be used to restrict the use of private or public 
lands in any manner.  Its purpose is to support the protection and enhancement of intrinsic 
qualities as they now exist and provide for the cultural and economic benefit of the region. 
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Chapter 

7  
Development Plan 

Since the Ebbetts Pass Corridor is predominantly managed as public land (National 
Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and California State Park), development of private 
land is not an issue along much of this National Scenic Byway (NSB).  The NSB traverses 
two counties, each of which has taken their own specific measures to establish policies 
and guidelines related to development on private lands.  The Corridor Management Plan 
(CMP) recognizes the role and authority of local governments and of private property 
owners to make decisions regarding the development and use of private lands within the 
corridor.  Some of the policies and guidelines that are relevant to development of lands 
within and near the Ebbetts Pass corridor are summarized below. 

Calaveras County 
The Ebbetts Pass Highway Special Plan guides development of private lands adjacent to 
and near Highway 4 in Calaveras County from the eastern end of Arnold to the Alpine 
County border.  In addition, the Arnold Community Plan guides development within the 
community of Arnold itself. 

The desire of the Arnold community is to retain a rural and small town atmosphere.  It 
recognizes that recreation and tourism play an important role in the local economy.  The 
community also expects to continue to grow 3-5% a year.  In 1990, the population of 
Arnold was approximately 3,700 people.  By 2000, it grew to over 4,000 people.  The 
population is anticipated to grow to 6,000-7,800 by the year 2015.  One way the village 
atmosphere will be encouraged is through intermixing commercial and residential uses in 
certain areas and developing a system of pedestrian pathways. 

The Special Plan identifies concentrated development areas along the highway as 
Community Center, Resort Center, Recreation, or Single-Family Residential.  Dorrington 
and Tamarack are designated as Community Centers.  Types of developments that are 
appropriate include residential, commercial, industrial, and community services.  Maximum 
densities range from 6 to 12 dwelling units per acre.  Future multiple family residential and 
commercial developments will only occur within these two Community Centers. 

Cottage Springs is designated as a Resort Center and includes a small ski area, small lot 
single-family residences, and a small commercial complex supporting the ski area.  
Proposals for future development of existing or new resort centers will require master 
plans prior to approval. 

Ganns Meadow is designated as Recreational.  The focus of developments here is on 
commercial uses that provide support facilities to recreation areas.  The Special Plan 
allows for future development of this type. 

Single-family residential zoning has been designated at Dorrington, Cottage Springs, and 
Sky High Ranch.  Parcel sizes tend to be large and public services and infrastructure are 
less developed. 
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Alpine County 
The Alpine County General Plan has identified concentrated development areas in or near 
the Ebbetts Pass NSB in the small settlements of Bear Valley, Lake Alpine, and 
Markleeville.  The remainder of the area is designated as Open Space or Wilderness.   

Bear Valley and Lake Alpine are designated as Planned Development areas.  Types of 
developments that are appropriate include residential, commercial, institutional, and 
recreational.  Gross densities will not exceed 2.5 dwelling units per acre.  Bear Valley 
Resort, operating under a special use permit from the Stanislaus National Forest, is a 
large-scale year round destination resort and residential community where the Bear Valley 
Master Plan guides future development.  Lake Alpine is a small-scale seasonal destination 
resort that includes limited commercial uses and lodging accommodations.  Future 
development could include expansion of commercial and lodging facilities consistent with 
maintaining a small-scale resort. 

Markleeville includes a 
combination of Residential 
High, Medium, and Low, 
Commercial, and Institutional 
zoning.  Maximum densities 
allow from 15 dwelling units 
per acre in Residential High 
areas to 1 dwelling unit per 
acre in Residential Low areas.  
Commercially zoned areas in 
Markleeville allow for 
development of a broad range 
of commercial activities 
including grocery and 

hardware stores, garages, restaurants, hotels, professional offices, banks, etc.  The 
institutional designation includes areas where public, or quasi-public developments such 
as schools, clinics, or public buildings are located. 

The remainder of the Alpine County segment of the NSB is zoned Open Space with the 
Highway 4 corridor zoned a “scenic highway.”  The Open Space designation is intended to 
protect and promote the wise use of the County’s natural resources.  Appropriate 
developments include facilities serving dispersed recreational activities, small commercial 
recreational facilities, agricultural production, and cemeteries.  Proposals for large 
recreational facilities would not be allowed in this Open Space designation. 

Design Guidelines 
Design Theme.  Ebbetts Pass is a rustic trans-sierra route.  The scale of the road and 
the landscape it passes through suggest an approach that is more informal and less 
developed than the other state scenic highways.  Rather than having a formal design 
motif, as would be appropriate along an urban route, the manner in which sites are 
featured are of primary importance.  The Forest Service and California State Parks have a 
tradition of constructing rustic facilities that relate to styles prevalent to the early 20th 
century the likes of the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) and Works Projects 
Administration (WPA) era.  Many of the cabins and buildings along the route showcase 
this style of construction with native rock and heavy timbers.   

Figure 17.  Lake Alpine Resort 
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The USDA Forest Service has recently published the Built Environment Image Guide 
(BEIG).  It explains the importance and benefits of good design.  Basic factors are: 

� Fitting constructed features into the cultural and natural context of the landscape.  
Location, scale, proportion, materials (texture), and color respond to the setting.  
(Downtown is different from the edge of the wilderness, and desert is different from 
ancient forest.)  CalTrans refers to this as “context sensitive design.”  

� Universal Design – This means fitting elements together so that all people (young, old, 
those in the middle, disabled, etc.) can participate.  This requires attention to grades, 
dimensions, style, color, and safety. 

So what does this mean for the Ebbetts Pass Corridor?  The BEIG presents several 
themes.  The North Pacific Province theme emphasizes heavy timber and wood.  The 
heavily forested sections of the corridor between Arnold and Lake Alpine fit best with this 
category.  The Rocky Mountain theme is also appropriate, primarily on the eastern slopes 
of the corridor where the geology of the landscape, rather than the trees, are dominant.  
Both themes are illustrated in Example A at the end of this chapter.  Although there are 
subtle differences between the two, both emphasize heavy wood and use of native rock. 

Site Selection.  New development ideally will occur at locations that can accomplish 
these objectives in a cost effective manner as well as locations that logically serve the 
public. 

Site Design.  Simple solutions that emphasize the existing natural features and use 
natural appearing materials are preferred.  Major portals, developed recreation sites, and 
private businesses will have more constructed features and more architectural features.  
Roadside vistas and undeveloped interpretive sites may rely primarily on signage and 
subtle manipulation of the existing site to accomplish objectives. 

Developed Site Criteria 
� Constructed elements express theme through design, material type, and colors. 

� Pavement is appropriate and  striping, especially accessible sites, would fit within this 
design theme. 

� Accommodate medium size groups (12-32 people). 

Rustic Site Criteria 
� Favor desirable features of site (vistas, historic buildings and ruins, etc.) by not 

constructing features that compete with them. 

� Grade the site(s) to accommodate parking and pedestrian activities.   

� Stabilize natural surfaces and use natural elements, such as rock boulders to define 
use.  Make the site accessible, but do not pave, sign, and stripe with the wheelchair 
symbol. 

� Since many of these sites are along the highway and within CalTrans right of way 
(ROW), encroachment permits and approval by them is essential.  A site-by-site 
review of each plan is required.  
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Materials.  Heavy wood members, native rock, and natural appearing surfaces are 
preferred.  Artificial materials should be avoided or de-emphasized when possible.  When 
concrete is used, texture and darker colors help this material blend in with the 
environment.  Metal can be made non-reflective by being painted a dark/flat color, , or 
treated with an oxidizing agent which weathers and rusts metal.  When masonry is used, 
dark colors and split-faced block are preferred. 

Parking and Structures.  These would be located away from the focus of the site and 
subordinate to landscape features.  Construct parking and structures in a manner and 
location that they don’t block views of or access to the features (natural, historic, etc.) that 
are being highlighted at the site.  

Pedestrian Routes.  Construct pedestrian routes that are safe, accessible, and 
recognizable. 

Signs.   Signs are carefully sited, properly sized, and consistent with the corridor sign 
plan (see Chapter 8).  Directional, regulatory, safety, information, and interpretive signs 
are effective, but would not dominate the setting.  Symbols are used to provide uniformity 
between sites and reinforce the identity of the route. 

Timber Industry/Management Awareness.  Community residents generally 
recognize that the corridor needs timber, agriculture, ranching, and tourism to remain 
viable and that these industries are a part of the corridor’s heritage.  Therefore, projects 
need to recognize the importance of and promote the industries.  The following projects 
could achieve this goal: 

� Timber interpretive sites explaining timber heritage, the changes in forest 
management over time, the ecology of clear-cuts, and forest management as it is 
practiced today. 

� A timber interpretative brochure to more effectively manage visitor expectations; to 
explain that the region depends on both timber and tourism and that corridor residents 
and businesses are committed to the successful management of both industries.  
Timber information could also be included in other brochures or websites developed 
for the corridor. 

� Other interpretative materials recognizing ranching. 
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This portion of Chapter 7 provides examples of facility designs that follow guidelines for 
both the Rocky Mountain and North Pacific Province themes.   
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Information, Orientation, and Interpretive Signs 
Informational signs are located throughout the corridor.  Some of the primary locations 
where area information can be found include the Calaveras Ranger District of the 
Stanislaus National Forest, various kiosks, Chamber of Commerce locations, and in 
communities (businesses) throughout the corridor. 

Existing trailhead kiosks (information bulletin boards) are generally consistent with each 
other, but can be improved.  Better site design, structure detailing and a standard layout 
for information would improve the look and ease of usability of these kiosks.  Some 
existing highway signs appear out of scale and are not consistent with other signs or the 
desired look within the highway corridor.  The snowpark signs and the pedestrian crossing 
signs fall this category. 

Orientation signs, such as highway markers, place name signs, and maps, are located at 
various places along the route.  A variety of orientation questions can also be answered at 
the Markleeville Chamber of Commerce, in Markleeville, and the Calaveras Ranger 
District, in Hathaway Pines, which are located on either side of the NSB.  This kind of 
material is intended to help visitors know where they are and make them aware of the 
many places to go and things to do within the NSB. 

An interview with park officials at Calaveras Big Trees State Park indicate a need for 
improved directional signage, both on State Route 4 and at the entrance to the park.  In 
particular, travelers need more advance warning before approaching the park entrance 
from both directions.  Information signage within the park, such as camping, hiking, 
picnicking, visitor’s center and fishing would also help inform visitors of the many 
attractions within the park.   

Officials also noted that directional signage to the Sourgrass Campground operated by the 
Forest Service is deficient on Highway 4 from both directions.  The approach to Boards 
Crossing Road, which leads to the popular Sourgrass Campground, needs to be better 
marked.  Additionally, signs are needed to provide information on access to the hiking and 
bicycling trails from Bear Valley to the Mokelumne Coast to the Crest Trail.   

Interpretive sign needs and design recommendations are described in depth in Chapter 9.  
Structure design recommendations are discussed in Chapter 7. 

The following table, Table 4, lists locations of a portion of existing orientation, information, 
and interpretive signs within the byway.  A more complete listing is located in the 
Appendix. 
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Existing Sign Inventory – Highlights 
USDA Forest Service 

July 2002 
O = Orientation   I = Information   IT=Interpretive         *=Accessibility Modifications Currently Being Made. 

Message  Mile 
Marker 

Brief Description Comments 
O I IT 

Ebbetts Pass Open sign 42.1 Pass open or closed info Peeling  X  

Advisory sign 42.4 Tractor-Semi’s not advised next 
55 miles 

  X  

Road sign at Moran Road 42.5 Directions to Blue Lake Springs 
and Mountain Retreat 

 X X  

Road sign at Moran Road 42.5 Welcome to Arnold- Gateway to 
the Big Trees 

  X  

Calaveras Big Trees State 
Park 

43.4 Park Boundary   X  

Entrance - Calaveras Big 
Trees State Park 

44.2 Road sign at Moonsong Way   X  

Dorrington/Point of 
Historical Interest 

 Two signs on frame with left arrow  X X X 

California Hwy 4 Scenic 
Highway 

44.5    X  

Signs for Sourgrass Rec. 
Area through subdivision 

   X X  

Elevation sign 45.3 5,000 feet   X  

Boards Crossing Road 
with right arrow 

46.9 Street sign  X   

Dorrington Bed and 
Breakfast 

47.0   X X  

Camp Connell 47.5 Gas and food  X X  

Camp Connell Post Office 
and Chevron sign 

47.6 Chevron logo and gas prices  X X  

Bear Valley/Lake 
Alpine/Markleeville 

48.5 Mileage to towns ahead  X X  

Table 4.  Portion of Existing Sign Inventory
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Existing Sign Inventory --Highlights 

O = Orientation   I = Information   IT=Interpretive         *=Accessibility Modifications Currently Being Made. 

Message  Name Mile 
Marker/ 
Location 

Brief Description Comments 

O I IT 

National Forest Information 
– ¼ mile ahead 

48.6 Ranger Station ahead  X X  

Cottage Springs Resort 53.1 Ski Area  X X  

Black Springs road sign 54.7 Black Springs road sign with left 
arrow 

 X   

Ganns Meadow 57.7 Meadow sign – private residents  X   

Vista Point – (right arrow) 59.3 Liberty Vista overlook  X X  

Cabbage Patch 
Maintenance Station – (left 
arrow) 

59.5 CalTrans maintenance stations  
X   

Stanislaus National Forest 
Picnic Ground 

60.9 Group Campground/Big 
Meadow 

 X X  

Stanislaus National Forest 
Campground 

61.1 Big Meadow Campground  X X  

Camp Wolfboro 61.5 Boy Scout camp  X X  

Spicer Reservoir Road –
(right arrow, boat, launch) 

62.8 Turn off sign  
X X  

Snowpark (right 
arrow)/Spicer Visitor 
Parking (right arrow) 

63.2 Turn off sign.  It is not the same 
design character as Forest 
Service and corridor signs. 

 
X X  

Table 4.  Portion of Existing Sign Inventory - continued
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Funding and Maintenance 
Sign construction, installation, and maintenance responsibilities will be determined based 
upon site-specific conditions.  All signs within the highway ROW of Highway 4 must be 
reviewed and approved by CalTrans.  The appropriate district is located at: California 
Department of Transportation, District 10 Office, Post Office Box 2048, Stockton, CA 
95205, 209/ 948-7119.  

Outdoor Advertising Controls 
US Forest Service policy states that “Signs or advertising devices erected on National 
Forest System lands shall have prior approval by the Forest Service as to location, design, 
size, color, and message.  Erected signs shall be maintained or renewed as necessary to 
neat and presentable standards, as determined by the Forest Service.  Additionally, any 
route designated as a State or National Scenic Byway (post 1991) is prohibited from 
erecting new billboards, either on Forest or private lands.  The purpose of this requirement 
is to “maintain an attractive right-of-way for the highway and avoid sign clutter” (FSH 7102-
11 and 2709.11). 

Alpine County Zoning Ordinances 18.60 and 18.68.030, prohibits “general advertising” 
and assures that any permit approved would “protect and preserve the scenic and 
aesthetic characteristics existing in the vicinity.”  In the Alpine County General Plan of 
1999, no specific language addresses design, content, or material specifications for signs, 
but it does offer details on the importance of aesthetics.  “The County’s main industry, 
recreation and tourism, is tied directly to the County’s scenic resources.  Protecting those 
resources is a strong economic incentive ”for the county”. (Alpine County General Plan).  

The Calaveras County Plan does not address sign controls, although the county is 
currently developing comprehensive signing ordinances.  Once approved, these 
ordinances will need to be reviewed before making decisions on Byway signs. 
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